
farmington river
watershed

609 square miles

33 towns

2 wild & Scenic
Designations

78.6 protected miles



Be river smart

In the home



river smart

check for leaky taps



look for the label

river smart



river smart

dispose of medication



Be river smart

outside in the yard



river smart

check your septic



river smart

use the car wash 



river smart

dispose of pet waste



river smart

smart salting



just right

too much

how to apply

scatter your salt so there’s
space between grains -

like stars in the sky! 



river smart

reduce fertilizer use



river smart

reduce lawn size



‘mow high and let it lie‘

letting your grass grow
taller allows the roots to
grow deeper

leave your grass
clippings as a natural

fertilizer

this will help to improve your
lawns ability to absorb water,
stabilize soil, and control weeds



river smart

limit paved areas



river smart

nurture native plants



benefits of planting natives

SAve water

No need for fertilizers

no need for pesticides

resistant to local weather

provide food and shelter to wildlife

rarely outcompete other plants

beneficial for erosion control

restore natural habitat

help reduce runoff & flooding



river smart

plant natural buffers



they are typically planted along streambanks to
strengthen the bank and catch any sediments or
pollutants making their way in with stormwater
runoff

a buffer is a stretch of trees, shrubs, and
groundcover intentionally planted to protect
against pollution and erosion

what are buffers



the canopy formed by trees and shrubs
intercepts rainfall, reducing its impact on soil

how buffers work

the Leaves collect rain, which allows for
better evaporation rates

low growing plants filter out sediments
and pollutants from runoff

deep roots hold the soil in place and
absorb water and nutrients

uneven soil allows for water to puddle
and soak into the ground



erosion control

leaves, branches, and fruit are major food
sources and shelter for wildlife
moderates water temp in streams
habitat for:

fish, birds, mammals, amphibians

fish & wildlife habitat

water quality protection

filter nutrients, sediments, and contaminants
regulates water temperature in summer

temp increase -> oxygen decrease
discourages ducks and canadian geese

can negatively impact stream health

roots and stems stabilize streambanks
reduces velocity of flowing water

how buffers work



looking for more river smart?

go to frwa.org and head
to our resources page,
where you can find all of
our river smart materials

Head to Riversmartct.org
and check out their
resources page for more
information

or




